
Abstract The morphology and anatomy of ectomycor-
rhizas of edible mushroom fungi in association with
Pinus densiflora seedlings are described. These include
species of Lyophyllum, Tricholoma, Suillus, Rhizopogon,
and Lactarius. Almost all mycorrhizas synthesized in
vitro could be acclimatized in open-pot soil conditions
after 8–9 months. Although mycorrhizal anatomy was al-
most identical under in vitro and open-pot culture condi-
tions, external morphology, such as the development of
rhizomorphs and hydrophobic aerial hyphae, differed be-
tween the two conditions in some fungal species. Fully
developed, mature mycorrhizas of different fungal spe-
cies could be distinguished as ectomycorrhizal morpho-
types, which could also be distinguished by PCR-RFLP
analysis of their rDNA.
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Introduction

Morphological descriptions of ectomycorrhizas are criti-
cal for understanding the mycorrhizal association. The
inner tissues of ectomycorrhizas, i.e. the Hartig net struc-
ture, are important for the intercellular symbiosis of the
mycorrhiza. In particular, it is the key characteristic 
determining plant–fungus specificity (Smith and Read

1997). On the other hand, outer tissue structures, e.g.
fungal sheath, rhizomorph, and extraradical mycelium,
are largely determined by the causal fungi and are stable
within a fungal species (Godbout and Fortin 1985; 
Agerer 1991). Thus, the plan view of ectomycorrhizas is
important for identifying fungi at the species or higher
taxonomic levels (Agerer 1995). Comprehensive mor-
phological description of ectomycorrhizas, including
both outer and inner structures, has been conducted ex-
clusively for naturally formed mycorrhizas under field
conditions (Agerer 1987–1998; Ingleby et al. 1990;
Goodman et al. 1996–1998; Agerer et al. 1996–1998).

Two-member culture systems of mycorrhizas, i.e. in
vitro mycorrhizal synthesis, have been used in various
physiological, biochemical, and nutritional studies of
ectomycorrhizas (Varma 1998). They have also been
used in the study of mycorrhizal morphogenesis 
(Massicotte et al. 1990; Ditengou and Lapeyrie 2000).
To understand the relationship between structure and
function of ectomycorrhizas in nature, it is necessary to
compare natural mycorrhizas to those synthesized in 
vitro. Massicotte et al. (1994, 1999) and Molina and
Trappe (1994) studied mycorrhizas of 24 species within
the genus Rhizopogon in association with various Pina-
ceae hosts using in vitro syntheses and open-pot cultures.
Overall, the specificity of mycorrhization was consistent
regardless of the method used and followed that in the
natural field condition, i.e. the ecological specificity
(Massicotte et al. 1994; Molina and Trappe 1994). Fur-
thermore, mycorrhizal morphology was comparable be-
tween species, which also reflects the taxonomic rela-
tionship of the sporocarp (Massicotte et al. 1994, 1999;
Molina and Trappe 1994).

We previously reported basidiocarp and primordium
formation of edible, ectomycorrhizal fungi (Lyophyllum,
Tricholoma, Suillus, Rhizopogon, Lactarius) in mycor-
rhizal association with Pinus densiflora Sieb. et Zucc.
seedlings in open-pot soil cultures following acclimati-
zation of in vitro mycorrhizal syntheses (Yamada et al.,
unpublished data). Morphological descriptions of these
mycorrhizas are required for both cultivation studies of
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edible mycorrhizal fungi and taxonomic studies of ecto-
mycorrhizal morphotyping. Comparison of the morphol-
ogy of mycorrhizas synthesized in vitro and those
formed in open-pot cultures provide information about
the mycorrhizal morphogenesis of these fungi, as has
been suggested for other mycorrhizas (Massicotte et al.
1994, 1999; Molina and Trappe 1994; Agerer 1995).

Materials and methods

Mycorrhiza preparation

Mycorrhizas used in the present study were either synthesized in
vitro or produced in open-pot culture conditions in association with
P. densiflora seedlings (Yamada et al. unpublished data). These
fungi were Lyophyllum semitale (Fr.) Kuhn., Lyophyllum shimeji
(Kawam.) Hong, Tricholoma flavovirens (Pers.: Fr.) Lund., T. por-
tentosum (Fr.) Quél., T. saponaceum (Fr.) Kummer, Suillus granu-
latus (L.: Fr.) O. Kunze, S. luteus (L.: Fr.) S.F. Gray, S. bovinus
(L. :Fr.) O. Kunze, Rhizopogon rubescens Tul., Lactarius hat-
sudake Tanaka, and Lactarius akahatsu Tanaka.

Morphological and anatomical observation of ectomycorrhizas

The external morphology of mycorrhizas formed in vitro and in
open-pot soil was examined and photographed under a dissecting
microscope (Olympus BH11). Further microscopic observations
were made using a Leica DMRBE and differential interference
and fluorescent microscopic investigations were conducted 
(Yamada et al. 1999a). To confirm ectomycorrhiza formation,
transverse sections of each fungal species were prepared and ex-
amined microscopically. Descriptions of mycorrhiza macromor-
phology followed Goodman et al. (1996–1998). The terms of In-
gleby et al. (1990) were used for descriptions of fungal sheath tex-
ture. Other morphological and anatomical descriptions followed
Agerer (1987–1998).

PCR-RFLP analysis of mycorrhizas

DNA analyses of mycorrhizas were carried out (1) to ensure that
mycorrhizas forming in open-pot soil were identical with the inoc-
ulated fungus and (2) to characterize the mycorrhizas of the tested
fungi. The targeted DNA was the internal transcribed spacer re-
gion (ITS) of the rDNA, which was analyzed by polymerase chain
reaction-restriction fragment length polymorphism (PCR-RFLP)
according to Gardes and Bruns (1993). Cultured mycelium from
MNC agar (Yamada et al. unpublished data) and 10–20 mycorrhi-
zal tips were washed with distilled water and stored at –80°C until
used in PCR-RFLP analyses.

DNA extraction: fungal DNA was extracted from a 1×1-cm
piece of the mycelium grown on MNC agar according to Gardes
and Bruns (1993). For mycorrhizas, ca. 10 tips were used. Extract-
ed DNA was dissolved in 0.1× TE buffer (1 mM Tris-HCl, 0.1 M
EDTA, pH 8.0). An aliquot of the extracted DNA was diluted 100-
fold with sterile, double-distilled water and 1 µl of the diluted
DNA solution was used as template DNA in the reaction mixture
(50 µl) for PCR.

PCR amplification: we employed the primer pair ITS1F/
ITS4B, since these primers specifically function with basidiomy-
cetes (Gardes and Bruns 1993). The samples were run in a Perkin-
Elmer DNA Thermocycler (model 9700) according to the follow-
ing cycling parameters: initial denaturation for 3 min at 95°C, fol-
lowed by 30 cycles of denaturation for 30 s at 95°C, annealing for
30 s at 55°C, and extension for 90 s at 72°C. The cycling was end-
ed by an extension phase for 10 min at 72°C. Negative controls
(no DNA template) were run for each experiment to check for
DNA contamination of the reagents. The amplified PCR products

were separated by electrophoresis for 1 h at 100 V (Mupid-2, 
Advance Inc.) on 10×6×0.5-cm gels of 3% NuSieve 3:1 agarose
(FMC BioProducts Inc.) in 0.5× Tris-borate buffer (44.5 mM Tris,
44.5 mM borate, 1 mM EDTA, pH 8.0) and stained with 1 µg/ml
ethidium bromide for 20 min. When only one DNA band was
present in a PCR product, the product was used for RFLP analysis
after estimation of its length.

RFLP analysis: aliquots (2 µl) of PCR product solution were
digested separately with AluI, HinfI, RsaI HaeIII, and TaqI accord-
ing to the manufacturer’s recommendations (TaKaRa Biochemi-
cals Inc.). The fragments were separated by electrophoresis for 
45 min–4 h on 3–4% agarose gels. A 100-bp ladder marker
(100–1,000 bp; Superladder Low, GenSura Laboratories Inc.) was
used to determine the sizes of fragments larger than 500 bp and 
a 20-bp ladder marker (20–1,000 bp) was used for fragments
smaller than 500 bp. Each PCR product was digested at least 
twice with each enzyme to confirm the stability of the digestion
pattern and the precision of fragment sizes. The gels were stained
with ethidium bromide, photographed under ultraviolet light and
scanned using a flat-bed scanner at a resolution of 300 ppi. The
scanned picture was expanded using Adobe Photoshop (Adobe
Systems Inc.) to aid in calculating the fragment sizes. The frag-
ment sizes were determined following a weight curve based on the
pattern of co-electrophoresed markers. The maximal resolution of
the calculated fragment sizes by this method was 5 bp.

Results

Morphological and anatomical description 
of ectomycorrhizas

Mycorrhizas synthesized in vitro and developed in open-
pot soil were examined microscopically to determine
whether interspecific characteristics corresponded to a
particular mycorrhizal morphotype. As mycorrhizal mor-
phology within a species/isolate may vary with substrate
and other external environmental conditions, the descrip-
tions reported were based exclusively on mycorrhizas
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Figs. 1–4 Micrographs of mycorrhizas showing external morphol-
ogy (Figs. 1, 5, 8, 11, 15, 18, 22, 23, 27, 31, 35, 36, 41). Differen-
tial interference (Nomarski) micrographs are shown in Figs. 2–4,
6, 7, 9, 10, 12–14, 16, 17,19–21, 24–26, 28–30, 32–34, 37–40,
42–44; bars 20 µm (C cortical cell, En endodermal cell, Ep epider-
mal cell, H Hartig net hyphae, N nucleus, S fungal sheath)

Figs. 1–4 Lyophyllum semitale mycorrhizas

Fig. 2 Surface view of the fungal sheath showing hyphae with
clamp connections (arrow)

Fig. 3 Transverse section of the fungal sheath showing interhy-
phal gelatinous material

Fig. 4 Labyrinthine Hartig net hyphae at the innermost area of the
root cortex

Figs. 5–7 Lyophyllum shimeji

Fig. 5 Mycorrhizas

Fig. 6 Surface view of the fungal sheath

Fig. 7 Transverse section of a mycorrhizal root with one- to two-
layered Hartig net hyphae at the root cortex

Figs. 8–10 Tricholoma flavovirens

Fig. 8 Mycorrhizas
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developed in open-pot soil. Mycorrhizal root systems
were mostly dichotomously branched and mycorrhizal
tips were 0.4–0.8 mm in diameter and 0.4–3.0 mm in the
length of the branched end.

Lyophyllum semitale

Macromorphology: mycorrhizal tips with distinct fungal
sheath and rhizomorphs attached at restricted points, de-
veloping up to 0.3 mm in width (Fig. 1); mycorrhiza sur-
face white or semi-transparent, smooth, and matte or
sometimes shiny; no color change observed when the
fungal sheath was cut; characteristics mostly the same
for mycorrhizas synthesized in vitro.

Micromorphology and anatomy: few emanating hy-
phae connecting with the fungal sheath straight, 1.5–4 µm
in diameter with clamp connections; rhizomorphs con-
structed from thick-walled hyphae, up to 5 µm in diame-
ter, some of which had clamp connections, types B and C
in texture; surface layer of fungal sheath net synenchy-
matous, with intercellular gelatinous material, construct-
ed hyphae 2–8 µm in diameter (Figs. 2, 3); inner layer of
fungal sheath mostly the same as the surface layer but rel-
atively straight in hyphal arrangement; fungal sheath
15–50 µm thick; Hartig net developed continuously at the
cortex of roots, hyphae 0.7–2 µm in diameter (Fig. 4);
cortical cells sometimes brownish and opaque in the cyto-
plasmic region.

Lyophyllum shimeji

Macromorphology: mycorrhizal tips with distinct fungal
sheath and rhizomorphs attached as hyphal fans but not
conspicuously developed (Fig. 5); mycorrhiza surface
white, felty or smooth, shiny or reflective; no color
change observed when the fungal sheath was cut; mycor-
rhizas synthesized in vitro had a thin fungal sheath; ecto-
mycorrhiza formation confirmed by microscope exami-
nation of transverse section.

Micromorphology and anatomy: emanating hyphae
connecting with the fungal sheath present straight, 1–2 µm
in diameter, with clamp connections; rhizomorphs type A
in texture; surface layer of fungal sheath net prosenchy-
matous, constructed hyphae 1–3 µm in diameter (Fig. 6);
inner layer net synenchymatous, constructed hyphae 
1–3 µm; fungal sheath relatively thin, 5–10 µm; Hartig net
developed continuously at the cortex of the root, hyphae
1.5–3 µm in diameter (Fig. 7).

Tricholoma flavovirens

Macromorphology: mycorrhizal tips with distinct fungal
sheath and rhizomorphs attached at flat angles and some-
times developed (Fig. 8); mycorrhizal surface white, fel-
ty, reflective; no color reaction when the fungal sheath
was cut; characteristics mostly the same for mycorrhizas

synthesized in vitro but external mycelia less abundant
under in vitro conditions.

Micromorphology and anatomy: emanating hyphae
connecting with the fungal sheath developed, straight,
2–5 µm in diameter, without clamp connections; rhizo-
morphs type B in texture; surface layer of fungal sheath
net prosenchyma, constructed hyphae 2–8 µm in diame-
ter with occasional fine reddish-brown crystals; middle
and inner layers net synenchyma with brilliant indefinite
plate-like crystals (Fig. 9); fungal sheath 25–40 µm
thick; Hartig net developed continuously at the cortex of
roots, hyphae 1.5–3 µm in diameter (Fig. 10).

Tricholoma portentosum

Macromorphology: mycorrhizal tips with distinct fungal
sheath and rhizomorphs attached at flat angles and some-
times developed (Fig. 11); mycorrhizal surface white,
felty, reflective; no color change when the fungal sheath
was cut; characteristics mostly the same for mycorrhizas
synthesized in vitro, but the external mycelium less
abundant under in vitro conditions.

Micromorphology and anatomy: emanating hyphae
connecting with fungal sheath, straight, 1.5–3 µm in di-
ameter with few clamp connections (Figs. 12, 13); rhizo-
morphs types B and C in texture, central hyphae up to 
4.5 µm in diameter; surface layer of fungal sheath net
prosenchyma to net synenchyma, constructed hyphae
1.5–3.5 µm in diameter; inner layer net synenchyma, con-
structed hyphae 2–3.5 µm in diameter, with amorphous,
brilliant, polarized material (Fig. 12); fungal sheath 
5–20 µm thick; Hartig net developed continuously at the
cortex of roots, hyphae 1.5–3 µm in diameter (Fig. 14).

Tricholoma saponaceum

Macromorphology: mycorrhizal tips with distinct fungal
sheath and rhizomorphs attached at flat angles, up to ca.
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Fig. 9 Surface view of the fungal sheath ornamented with crystals
(arrows)

Fig. 10 Labyrinthine Hartig net hyphae at the root cortex

Figs. 11–14 Tricholoma portentosum

Fig. 11 Mycorrhizas

Fig. 12 Surface view of the fungal sheath ornamented with crys-
tals

Fig. 13 Rhizomorphs with a clamp connection on a single hyphae
(arrow)

Fig. 14 Transverse section of a mycorrhizal root with Hartig net
hyphae at the root cortex

Figs. 15–17 Tricholoma saponaceum

Fig. 15 Mycorrhizas

Fig. 16 Inner layer of the fungal sheath with a star-like arrange-
ment of brownish mycelium (arrows)
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0.5 mm in diameter (Fig. 15); mycorrhizal surface white,
felty, reflective; no color change when fungal sheath was
cut; characteristics mostly the same for mycorrhizas syn-
thesized in vitro, but external mycelium less abundant
under in vitro conditions.

Micromorphology and anatomy: emanating hyphae
connecting with fungal sheath, straight, 2–11 µm in 
diameter with clamp connections; rhizomorphs types C,
E, and F in texture; surface layer of fungal sheath net
prosenchyma to net synenchyma, constructed hyphae
2–10 µm in diameter; middle layer net synenchyma; in-
ner layer net synenchyma with a star-like arrangement,
brown coloring of the hyphal cell wall in the center
(Figs. 16, 17); fungal sheath 20–40 µm thick; Hartig net
developed continuously at the cortex of root, hyphae 
2–4 µm in diameter (Fig. 17).

Suillus granulatus

Macromorphology: mycorrhizal tips with distinct fun-
gal sheath and rhizomorphs attached at restricted
points, up to 0.2 mm in width, well branched with un-
differentiated mycelium and external mycelium 
(Fig. 18); external mycelium white or yellowish-white,
pale brown in older parts, felty or smooth, matte or
shiny; surface of mycorrhizas sometimes sticky; no col-
or change when fungal sheath was cut; white mycelium
turned pinkish and yellowish and brownish mycelium
turned reddish-brown in 10% KOH; characteristics
mostly the same for mycorrhizas synthesized in vitro,
but development of external mycelium less abundant
under in vitro conditions.

Micromorphology and anatomy: emanating hyphae
connecting with fungal sheath, straight, 1–4 µm in diam-
eter with no clamp connections; rhizomorphs types C
and F in texture, central thick hyphae with thick cell
walls, reaching 10.5 µm in diameter; clamp connections
rarely observed on single hyphae in the rhizomorphs, es-
pecially on the anastomosing hyphae; surface layer of
fungal sheath net prosenchyma to net synenchyma, con-
structed hyphae 2–4 µm in diameter with intercellular
crystals and oily droplets (Figs. 19, 20); crystals fine,
linear in shape, parallel to the hyphal arrangement; oily
droplets brownish, turning dark purple in 10% KOH;
crystals and oily droplets also present on surfaces of ex-
ternal hyphae and rhizomorphs; inner layer of fungal
sheath net synenchyma, constructed hyphae 2–4 µm in
diameter; fungal sheath 20–50 µm thick; Hartig net de-
veloped continuously at the cortex of roots, hyphae 
1–3 µm in diameter (Fig. 21).

Suillus luteus

Macromorphology: mycorrhizal tips with distinct fungal
sheath and rhizomorphs attached at restricted points, de-
veloping up to 0.2 mm in width, well branched with 
undifferentiated mycelium; mycorrhizal root system

formed a coralloid cluster (Fig. 22); carbonization some-
times observed on mycorrhizal tips (Fig. 23); exterior
white or yellowish white, pale brown in older parts, felty
or smooth, matte or shiny; surface of mycorrhizas some-
times sticky; no color change when fungal sheath was
cut; color reaction to 10% KOH negligible; characteris-
tics mostly the same for mycorrhizas synthesized in vit-
ro, but development of external mycelium less abundant
under in vitro conditions.

Micromorphology and anatomy: emanating hyphae
connecting with fungal sheath, straight, 1.5–2.5 µm in
diameter with no clamp connections; rhizomorphs types
C and F in texture, central thick hyphae with thick cell
walls reaching 20 µm in diameter; clamp connections
rarely observed on single hyphae in rhizomorphs, espe-
cially on anastomosing hyphae: surface layer of fungal
sheath net prosenchyma, constructed hyphae 2–4 µm in
diameter containing intercellular crystals and oily drop-
lets; crystals indefinite, plate-like, occurring randomly
against hyphal arrangement (Fig. 24); oily droplets
brownish, turning dark purple in 10% KOH; crystals and
oily droplets also present on surfaces of external hyphae
and rhizomorphs; middle layer of fungal sheath net syn-
enchyma, constructed hyphae 4–12 µm in diameter; in-
nermost layer of fungal sheath irregular synenchyma,
constructed hyphae 4–12 µm in diameter (Fig. 25); fun-
gal sheaths 30–60 µm thick; Hartig net developed contin-
uously at the cortex of roots, hyphae 1–3 µm in diameter
(Fig. 26).

Suillus bovinus

Macromorphology: mycorrhizal tips with distinct fungal
sheath and rhizomorphs attached at flat angles or at re-
stricted points, developed up to 0.3 mm in width, well
branched with undifferentiated mycelium and external

72

Fig. 17 Transverse section of a fungal sheath with brownish my-
celium (arrows) presenting a star-like arrangement in plane view
(see Fig. 16)

Figs. 18–21 Suillus granulatus

Fig. 18 Mycorrhizas

Fig. 19 Surface view of the fungal sheath with brownish, oily
droplets (arrows)

Fig. 20 Surface view of the fungal sheath ornamented with fine
crystals oriented along the hyphae

Fig. 21 Transverse section of a mycorrhizal root with Hartig net
hyphae at the root cortex

Figs. 22–26 Suillus luteus

Fig. 22 Mycorrhizas

Fig. 23 Transverse section of some mycorrhizal root tips showing
carbonization at the root cortex (arrows)

Fig. 24 Surface view of the fungal sheath with plate-shaped crys-
tals oriented at random against the hyphae
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mycelium (Fig. 27); external mycelium white or yellow-
ish-white, pale brownish in older parts, felty or smooth,
matte or shiny; surface of mycorrhizas sometimes sticky;
no color change when fungal sheath was cut; white my-
celium turned reddish-brown, pale brown sectors turned
dark brown in 10% KOH; characteristics mostly the
same for mycorrhizas synthesized in vitro, but develop-
ment of external mycelium less abundant under in vitro
conditions.

Micromorphology and anatomy: emanating hyphae
connecting with fungal sheath, well developed and
straight, 2–4 µm in diameter with no clamp connec-
tions; rhizomorphs types D and E in texture, central
thick hyphae of rhizomorphs reaching up to 8 µm in di-
ameter; surface layer of fungal sheath net prosenchyma,
constructed hyphae 2–5 µm in diameter with intercellu-
lar crystals and oily droplets (Figs. 28, 29); crystals in-
definite, plate-like, or petaloid, occurring randomly
against hyphal arrangement; oily droplets brownish,
turning dark purple in 10% KOH; crystals and oily
droplets also present on surfaces of external hyphae and
rhizomorphs; innermost layer of fungal sheath irregular
synenchyma, constructed hyphae 2–6 µm in diameter;
fungal sheaths 20–80 µm thick; Hartig net developed
continuously at cortex of root, hyphae 1.5–3 µm in di-
ameter (Fig. 30).

Rhizopogon rubescens

Macromorphology: mycorrhizal tips with distinct fun-
gal sheath and rhizomorphs attached at restricted
points, up to 0.2 mm in width and well branched, with
undifferentiated mycelium and external mycelium 
(Fig. 31); carbonization rarely observed on mycorrhizal
tips; mycelium white or yellowish-white, pale brown in
older parts, felty or smooth, matte or shiny; surface of
mycorrhizas sometimes sticky; no color change ob-
served when fungal sheath was cut; mycelium turning
purplish-brown in 10% KOH; characteristics mostly the
same for mycorrhizas synthesized in vitro, but develop-
ment of external mycelium less abundant under in vitro
conditions.

Micromorphology and anatomy: emanating hyphae
connecting with fungal sheath, developed, straight,
1.5–4.5 µm in diameter, without clamp connections;
rhizomorphs types C and F in texture, central thick hy-
phae with thick cell walls reaching 10 µm in diameter;
clamp connections rare on single hyphae in rhizomorphs;
surface layer of fungal sheath net prosenchyma, con-
structed hyphae 2–4 µm in diameter with crystals and in-
tercellular mucilaginous material (Figs. 32, 33); crystals
indefinite or plate-like, sometimes present at high densi-
ty, occurring randomly against hyphal arrangement; mu-
cilaginous material deposited around hyphae, forming
outermost surface of sheath, but neither a distinct oily
drop or a vertical layer; mucilaginous material transpar-
ent or brownish, turning dark purple in 10% KOH; both
crystals and mucilaginous material also present on sur-

faces of external hyphae and rhizomorphs; innermost
layer of fungal sheath irregular synenchyma, constructed
hyphae 2–5 µm in diameter; fungal sheaths 30–50 µm
thick; Hartig net developed continuously at cortex of
roots, hyphae 1–3 µm in diameter (Fig. 34).

Lactarius akahatsu

Macromorphology: mycorrhizal tips with distinct fungal
sheath and rhizomorphs attached at restricted points, de-
veloped up to 0.2 mm in width (Figs. 35, 36); mycelium
pale ocher or pale orange-ocher, smooth, matte or some-
times shiny; fungal sheath turning green when cut; char-
acteristics mostly the same for mycorrhizas synthesized
in vitro.

Micromorphology and anatomy: few emanating hy-
phae connecting with fungal sheath, straight, 1.5–2.5 µm
in diameter without clamp connections; rhizomorphs
types C and E in texture, central thick hyphae with thick
cell walls reaching 9 µm in diameter; surface hyphae of
rhizomorphs with thick cell walls up to 1.5 µm diameter,
irregularly branched (Figs. 37, 38); surface layer of fun-
gal sheath net prosenchyma or net synenchyma, con-
structed hyphae 1.5–3 µm in diameter, embedded in ge-
latinous material (Fig. 37); middle layer of fungal sheath
net synenchyma, constructed hyphae 2–4 µm in diame-
ter; laticiferous hyphae present in this layer, 2–6 µm in
diameter, turning black in sulfovaniline (Fig. 39); inner
layer net synenchyma or irregular synenchyma, 3–10 µm
in diameter; fungal sheaths 20–50 µm thick; Hartig 
net developed continuously at cortex of roots, hyphae
2.5–4.5 µm in diameter (Fig. 40).

Lactarius hatsudake

Macromorphology: mycorrhizal tips with distinct fungal
sheath, connected rhizomorphs attached at restricted

74

Fig. 25 Inner layer of the fungal sheath

Fig. 26 Transverse section of a mycorrhizal root with Hartig net
hyphae at the root cortex

Figs. 27–30 Suillus bovinus

Fig. 27 Mycorrhizas

Fig. 28 Surface view of the fungal sheath with brownish, oily
droplets (arrows)

Fig. 29 Surface view of the fungal sheath with plate-shaped crys-
tals oriented at random against the hyphae

Fig. 30 Transverse section of a mycorrhizal root with Hartig net
hyphae at the root cortex

Figs. 31–34 Rhizopogon rubescens

Fig. 31 Mycorrhizas

Fig. 32 Surface view of the fungal sheath with brownish extrarad-
ical mycelium
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points and developed up to 0.1 mm in width (Fig. 41);
mycelium pale yellow-ocher or pale ocher, smooth,
matte or sometimes shiny; fungal sheath turning green
when cut; characteristics mostly the same for mycorrhi-
zas synthesized in vitro, but rhizomorphs only slightly
developed under in vitro conditions.

Micromorphology and anatomy: few emanating hy-
phae connecting with fungal sheath, straight, 1.5–3 µm
in diameter without clamp connections; rhizomorphs
types A and C in texture, central thick hyphae of rhizo-
morphs with thick cell walls and up to 4 µm in diameter;
surface layer of fungal sheath net synenchyma, construc-
ted hyphae embedded in gelatinous material, 1.5–3 µm in
diameter (Fig. 42); middle layer of fungal sheath net
synenchyma, constructed hyphae 2–4 µm in diameter; la-
ticiferous hyphae present in this layer, 2–8 µm in diame-
ter, turning black in sulfovaniline (Fig. 43); innermost
layer net synenchyma and irregular synenchyma, con-
structed hyphae 2.5–10 µm in diameter; thickness of fun-
gal sheaths 10–30 µm; Hartig net developed continu-
ously at cortex of roots, hyphae 2–5 µm in diameter 
(Fig. 44).

These morphotypes were also compared within a ge-
nus. The macroscopic and microscopic characters are
summarized in Table 1.

PCR-RFLP analysis of ectomycorrhizal fungi

All tested fungal materials produced a single PCR prod-
uct (single band), ranging in size from 850 to 925 bp
(Table 2). The RFLP patterns for harvested mycorrhizas
and the inoculated mycelium were the same. In contrast,
the digestion patterns of the different fungal species dif-
fered. No intraspecific variation was observed in the
compared species, T. flavovirens, R. rubescens, and Lac-
tarius akahatsu. Furthermore, there was no sequence
polymorphism within any PCR product: the sum of the
fragment sizes was the same or slightly smaller than the
size of the original PCR product.
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Fig. 33 Surface view of the fungal sheath with plate-shaped crys-
tals oriented at random against the hyphae

Fig. 34 Labyrinthine Hartig net hyphae at the root cortex

Figs. 35–40 Lactarius akahatsu

Fig. 35 Mycorrhizas

Fig. 36 Rhizomorphs (arrows) developed along the long root with
mycorrhizal lateral root tips

Fig. 37 Surface view of the fungal sheath

Fig. 38 Surface view of the rhizomorph

Fig. 39 Laticiferous hyphae (arrows) in the fungal sheath

Fig. 40 Transverse section of a mycorrhizal root with Hartig net
hyphae at the root cortexT
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Discussion

Mycorrhizas formed in open-pot soil had the characteris-
tics of their respective fungal genera (Table 1). They had
well-developed fungal sheaths and extraradical myceli-
um, including rhizomorphs, as well as the typical mycor-
rhizal anatomy of natural mycorrhizas of P. densiflora
(Masui 1927; Yamada and Katsuya 1996; Yamada et al.
1999a). They were thus comparable to naturally form-
ed mycorrhizas reported from other plants (Agerer
1987–1998; Agerer et al. 1996–1998; Goodman et al.
1996–1998).
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Table 2 RFLP patterns of the
internal transcribed spacer
(ITS) regions of the 11 fungal
species tested

Species Size of DNA (bp)

PCR Restriction enzyme
product

Hinf I Rsa I Hae III

Lyophyllum semitale 860 380, 340 125 850 515, 280, 60
L. shimeji 870 385, 350, 125 860 590, 280
Tricholoma flavovirens 910 390, 265, 125, 120 890 840, 60
T. portentosum 905 405, 350, 125 380, 250, 225 505, 315, 60
T. saponaceum 875 400, 345, 125 635, 225 875
Suillus granulatus 850 225, 205, 130, 80, 75, 75 830 450, 235, 110, 55
S. luteus 855 225, 210, 145, 80, 75, 75 835 445, 245, 110, 55
S. bovinus 870 235, 230, 145, 110, 80 845 700, 115, 55
Rhizopogon rubescens 895 250, 245, 130, 115, 80 870 800, 95
Lactarius hatsudake 895 365, 210, 120, 100, 90 815, 75 495, 330, 60
L. akahatsu 925 310, 205, 180, 120, 100 840, 75 515, 340, 60

Figs. 41–44 Lactarius hatsudake

Fig. 41 Mycorrhizas

Fig. 42 Surface view of the gelatinous fungal sheath with latici-
ferous hyphae (arrow)

Fig. 43 Laticiferous hyphae (arrows) in the fungal sheath

Fig. 44 Transverse section of a mycorrhizal root with Hartig net
hyphae at the root cortex



Only rarely have Lyophyllum mycorrhizas been de-
scribed microscopically (Kawai 1997; Agerer 1998; 
Agerer and Beenken 1998). Mycorrhizas between Lyo-
phyllum decastes and Quercus robur L. have a well-
developed fungal sheath (Agerer 1998; Agerer and
Beenken 1998), similar to Lyophyllum shimeji (Fig. 5).
Although the two mycorrhizas share some macroscopic
characteristics, they are clearly different: only Lyo-
phyllum decastes mycorrhizas develop well-differentiat-
ed rhizomorphs and have thin, straight crystals forming
on the fungal sheath and rhizomorphs (Agerer 1998; 
Agerer and Beenken 1998). Kawai (1997) reported my-
corrhizas between Lyophyllum shimeji and P. densiflora
as having multi-layered thick Hartig net mycelium be-
tween root cortical cells. This anatomy must be an arti-
fact, as suggested already by Agerer and Beenken
(1998); the synthetic system used by Kawai contained a
large amount of inoculated mycelium with grained oat
substrate and nutrients. Our results consistently showed
a thin Hartig net mycelium both in vitro and in open-pot
soil conditions (Fig. 7). Lyophyllum semitale was quite
different from the other Lyophyllum mycorrhizas, having
a fungal sheath which was opaque and matte due to well-
developed gelatinous material, similar to that reported
for Lactarius spp. (Agerer 1995). The shape and attach-
ment of the rhizomorphs was also unique and different to
that of previously described Lyophyllum mycorrhizas
(Agerer 1998; Agerer and Beenken 1998).

Tricholoma mycorrhizas in the present study had a
well-developed external mycelium, i.e. a thick fungal
sheath and rhizomorphs, similar to other Tricholoma
mycorrhizas on various host plants (Agerer 1987a, b;
Brand 1992; Agerer and Waller 1993; Nezzar-Hocine 
et al. 1998). However, they differed from T. matsutake
on P. densiflora (Yamada et al. 1999a, b; Guerin-
Laguette et al. 2000) and T. magnivelare (Peck) Redhead
on P. contorta Dougl. var. latifolia Engelm. (Lefevre and
Müller 1998), which had a thin, sometimes discontinu-
ous fungal sheath. We also observed new characteristics
of Tricholoma mycorrhizas: the two Tricholoma species
tested had distinct crystals or crystal-like polarizing ma-
terials on and in the fungal sheath (Figs. 9, 12). Further-
more, T. saponaceum mycorrhizas had a unique fungal
sheath inner layer, in which the central region of the star-
like, radiating array of the mycelium consisted only of
deposited brown-colored sections of the cell walls. Such
a patchy deposition of pigments in the mycelium has
been described previously for the middle layer of the
fungal sheath of the unidentified mycorrhiza Pinirhiza
rufomaculata on Pinus sylvestris L. (Wollecke et al.
1998a, b). The available information about Tricholoma
mycorrhizas is indicative of a complex taxonomy, i.e. the
mycorrhizas have diverse morphological and anatomical
variation, as presented in this study and elsewhere, and
unique DNA patterns in the retroelement encoding motif
of retrotransposons (Murata et al. 1999; Murata and
Yamada 1999, 2000). One of the primary points of mor-
phology is the variation in thickness of the fungal sheath
between sections and within the section Geinea of this

genus (Singer 1986). There is also variation in the inter-
face of the symbiotic cells, i.e. various types of fungal
infection structures within the root cortical cells (Brand
1992; Yamada et al. 1999a) and a host reaction defined
as carbonization (Agerer and Waller 1993; Lefevre and
Müller 1998; Yamada et al. 1999a). Fungi exhibiting the
latter character are limited to the section Geinea, al-
though not all species within the section exhibit carbon-
ization (Agerer 1987b). Furthermore, T. portentosum had
distinct clamp connections on single hyphae of its rhizo-
morphs, which does not match the definition of the ba-
sidiocarp of the section Tricholoma, which lacks clamp
connections (Singer 1986). Thus, it is difficult both to
generalize on the complex taxonomic aspects of the my-
corrhiza of Tricholoma and to address this fungal taxon
in the course of a simple cultivation experiment (Yamada
et al. 1999a, b).

Suilloid fungi, i.e. Suillus and Rhizopogon, had simi-
lar mycorrhizal morphologies (Table 1). Mycorrhizal as-
sociations of suilloid fungi are relatively well studied
from the point of view of basic biology and forestry
(Molina and Trappe 1994; Castellano 1996; Molina et al.
1997; Massicotte et al. 1994, 1999). Most of the morpho-
logical and anatomical characteristics observed in the
present study were identical with the common character-
istics of Suilloid fungi previously reported, i.e. a well-
developed rhizomorph, hyphae turning brownish with
age, crystals, and sometimes coralloid mycorrhizal
branching patterns (Agerer 1987–1998; Molina and
Trappe 1994; Massicotte et al. 1994, 1999; Agerer et al.
1996–1998; Goodman et al. 1996–1998). Crystals were
observed commonly on mycorrhizas both in vitro and in
open-pot soil, suggesting that calcium oxalate formation
(Cromack et al. 1979; Lapeyrie et al. 1987) continues
throughout the developmental of the mycorrhizas. A
unique characteristic was observed in the cases of S. lu-
teus and R. rubescens, namely carbonization of several
mycorrhizal tips. This has been reported previously for
mycorrhizas of fungi in the section Geinea of Tricho-
loma (Agerer and Waller 1993; Lefevre and Müller
1998; Yamada et al. 1999a) and for fungi of the Thele-
phoraceae (Agerer 1987–1998). The carbonization ap-
pears to be a unique host reaction resembling a necrotic
reaction of the plant against a parasite infection. Further
biochemical analysis is necessary to analyze the interac-
tion of root cortical cells and the Hartig net.

Two Lactarius mycorrhizas had distinct laticiferous
hyphae (containing latex) (Figs. 39, 43). These same
mycorrhizas had other common morphological charac-
teristics of mycorrhizas in this genus, especially those
belonging to the section Dapetes, i.e. a green discolor-
ation when injured (Singer 1986; Agerer 1987–1998,
1995; Guerin-Laguette 1998). Mycorrhizas of Lacta-
rius hatsudake and Lactarius akahatsu could be distin-
guished from each other by their microscopic character-
istics, but their macroscopic characteristics were almost
identical, except for the rhizomorphs. Although both
species had rhizomorphs, those of Lactarius akahatsu
developed further and had differentiated surface-layer
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hyphae with thick cell walls. This has not been de-
scribed before for this genus (Agerer 1995). Due to this
similarity in anatomy of the two mycorrhizas, cross-
contamination could be a serious problem when they are
grown in adjacent nursery beds. It was possible to dis-
tinguish these two species clearly using PCR-RFLP ana-
lyses of ITS regions within the rDNA (Table 2). This is,
thus, a desirable criterion for characterizing mycorrhizal
morphotypes (Goodman 1996–1998; Agerer 1996–1999).
Yamada and Katsuya (1996) described two Lactarius
mycorrhizal morphotypes on P. densiflora, one of which
(type 38; Yamada and Katsuya 1996) was similar to
Lactarius hatsudake. Lactarius deliciosus, which is taxo-
nomically allied to Lactarius akahatsu and a popular 
edible mushroom in Europe, shows morphologically 
and anatomically similar mycorrhizas (Guerin-Laguette
1998).

Acknowledgements We thank Alexis Guerin-Laguette (Labora-
tory of Forest Botany, University of Tokyo), Markus Thormann
(Biological Science Department, University of Alberta) and two
anonymous reviewers for their helpful suggestions on the manu-
script.

References

Agerer R (1987a) Tricholoma sulphure (Bull.: Fr.) Kummer +
Picea abise (L.) Karst. In: Agerer R (ed) Color atlas of ecto-
mycorrhizae, 1st edn. Einhorn, Schwäbisch Gmünd

Agerer R (1987b) Tricholoma vaccinum (Pers.: Fr.) Kummer +
Picea abise (L.) Karst. In: Agerer R (ed) Color atlas of ecto-
mycorrhizae, 1st edn. Einhorn, Schwäbisch Gmünd

Agerer R (ed) (1987–1998) Color atlas of ectomycorrhizae.
1st–11th edn. Einhorn, Schwäbisch Gmünd

Agerer R (1991) Characterization of ectomycorrhiza. In: Norris
JR, Read DJ, Varma AK (eds) Methods in microbiology, 
vol 23. Academic, London, pp 25–73

Agerer R (1995) Anatomical characteristics of identified ectomy-
corrhizas: an attempt towards a natural classification. In:
Varma A, Hock B (eds) Mycorrhiza: structure, molecular bio-
logy and biotechnology. Springer, Berlin Heidelberg New
York, pp 685–734

Agerer R (1998) Lyophyllum decastes (Fr.) Sing. + Quercus robur
L. In: Agerer R (ed) Color atlas of ectomycorrhizae, 11th edn.
Einhorn, Schwäbisch Gmünd

Agerer R, Beenken R (1998) Lyophyllum decastes (Fr.) Sing. +
Quercus robur L. In: Agerer R, Danielson RM, Egil S, Ingleby
K, Luoma D, Treu R (eds) Description of ectomycorrhizae,
3rd edn. Einhorn, Schwäbisch Gmünd, pp 43–47

Agerer R, Waller K (1993) Tricholoma acerbum (Bull.: Fr.) Quél.
+ Fagus sylvatica L. In: Agerer R (ed) Color atlas of ectomy-
corrhizae, 7th edn. Einhorn, Schwäbisch Gmünd

Agerer R, Danielson RM, Egil S, Ingleby K, Luoma D, Treu R
(eds) (1996–1998) Description of ectomycorrhizae, 1st–3rd
edn. Einhorn, Schwäbisch Gmünd

Brand F (1992) Tricholoma scioides (Secr.) Mart. + Fagus sylva-
tica L. In: Agerer R (ed) Color atlas of ectomycorrhizae, 6th
edn. Einhorn, Schwäbisch Gmünd

Castellano MA (1996) Current status of outplanting studies 
using ectomycorrhiza-inoculated forest trees. In: Pfleger FL,
Linderman RG (eds) Mycorrhizae and plant health. APS, 
St. Paul, Minn, pp 261–281

Cromack K Jr, Sollins P, Graustein WC, Speidel K, Todd A, 
Spycher G, Li CY, Todd RL (1979) Calcium oxalate accumu-
lation and soil weathering in mats of the hypogeous fungus
Hysterangium crassum. Soil Biol Biochem 11:463–468

Ditengou FA, Lapeyrie F (2000) Hypaphorine from the ectomy-
corrhizal fungus Pisolithus tinctorius counteracts activities of
indoleacetic acid and ethylene but not synthetic auxin in 
Eucalypt seedlings. Mol Plant Microbe Interact 13:151–158

Gardes M, Bruns TD (1993) ITS primer with enhanced specificity
for basidiomycetes – application to the identification of my-
corrhizae and rust. Mol Ecol 2:113–118

Godbout C, Fortin JA (1985) Synthesized ectomycorrhizae of as-
pen: fungal genus level structural characterization. Can J Bot
63:252–262

Goodman DM, Durall DM, Trofymow JA, Berch S (eds)
(1996–1998) Concise descriptions of North American ectomy-
corrhizae, 1st–4th edn. Mycologue, Sydney, Canada

Guerin-Laguette A (1998) Les lactaires à lait rouge: mycorhizat-
ion controlée des pins et caractérisation moléculaire. Applica-
tion à l’étude de la compétence écologique et de la compétiti-
vité d’isolats de L. deliciosus. PhD thesis, Ecole Nationale
Supérieure Agronomique, Université Montpellier II, France

Guerin-Laguette A, Vaario L-M, Gill WM, Lapeyrie F, Matsushita
N, Suzuki K (2000) Rapid in vitro ectomycorrhizal infection
on Pinus densiflora roots by Tricholoma matsutake. Mycosci-
ence 41:389–393

Ingleby K, Mason PA, Last FT, Fleming LV (1990) Identification
of ectomycorrhizas, HMSO, London

Kawai M (1997) Artificial ectomycorrhizal formation on roots of
air-layered Pinus densiflora saplings by inoculation with Lyo-
phyllum shimeji. Mycologia 89:228–232

Lapeyrie F, Chilvers GA, Bhem CA (1987) Oxalic acid synthesis
by the mycorrhizal fungus Paxillus involutus (Batsch. ex Fr.)
Fr. New Phytol 106:139–146

Lefevre CK, Müller WR (1998) Tricholoma magnivelare (Peck)
Readhead + Pinus contorta Dougl. var. latifolia Engelm. In:
Goodman DM, Durall DM, Trofymow JA, Berch S (eds) 
Concise descriptions of North American ectomycorrhizae.
Mycologue, Sydney, Canada

Massicotte HB, Peterson RL, Aclerey AC, Melville LH (1990)
Structure and ontogeny of Betula alleghaniensis–Pisolithus
tinctorius ectomycorrhizae. Can J Bot 68:579–593

Massicotte HB, Molina R, Luoma DL, Smith JE (1994) Biology
of the ectomycorrhizal genus Rhizopogon. II. Patterns of host-
fungus specificity following spore inoculation of diverse hosts
grown in monoculture and dual culture. New Phytol 126:
677–690

Massicotte HB, Melville LH, Peterson L, Molina R (1999) Biolo-
gy of the ectomycorrhizal fungal genus Rhizopogon. IV. Com-
parative morphology and anatomy of ectomycorrhizas synthe-
sized between several Rhizopogon species on Ponderosa pine
(Pinus ponderosa). New Phytol 142:355–370

Masui K (1927) A study of the ectotrophic mycorrhizas of woody
plants. Mem Coll Sci Kyoto Univ B III 2:152–279

Molina R, Trappe JM (1994) Biology of the ectomycorrhizal ge-
nus Rhizopogon. I. Host associations, host specificity and pure
culture synthesis. New Phytol 126:653–675

Molina R, Smith JE, Mckey D, Melville LH (1997) Biology of the
ectomycorrhizal genus Rhizopogon. III. Influence of co-
cultured conifer species on mycorrhizal specificity with the ar-
butoid hosts Arctostaphylos uva-ursi and Arbutus menziesii.
New Phytol 137:519–528

Murata H, Yamada A (1999) Identification of ectomycorrhizae
formed between Tricholoma matsutake and Pinus densiflora
by polymerase chain reaction (PCR) targeting retroelement
coding regions. Mycoscience 40:531–534

Murata H, Yamada A (2000) marY1, a member of gypsy of the
long terminal repeat retroelements from the ectomycorrhizal
basidiomycete Tricholoma matsutake. Appl Environ Microbiol
66:3642–3645

Murata H, Yamada A, Babasaki K (1999) Identification of repeti-
tive sequences containing motifs of retrotransposons in the
ectomycorrhizal basidiomycete Tricholoma matsutake. Myco-
logia 91:766–775

Nezzar-Hocine H, Perrin R, Halli-Hargas R, Chevalier G (1998)
Ectomycorrhizal association with Cedrus atlantica (Endl)

80



Manetti ex Carriere. I. Mycorrhizal synthesis with Tricholoma
tridentinum Singer var. cedretorum Bon. Mycorrhiza 8:47–51

Singer R (1986) The Agaricales in modern taxonomy, 4th edn.
Koeltz, Koenigstein

Smith SE, Read DJ (1997) Mycorrhizal symbiosis, 2nd edn. Aca-
demic, San Diego

Varma A (ed) (1998) Mycorrhiza manual. Springer, Berlin Heidel-
berg New York

Wollecke J, Münzenberger B, Hüttl RF (1998a) Pinirhiza rufoma-
culata + Pinus sylvestris L. In: Agerer R, Danielson RM, Egil
S, Ingreby K, Luoma D, Treu R (eds) Description of ectomy-
corrhizae, 3rd edn. Einhorn, Schwäbisch Gmünd, pp 73–78

Wollecke J, Münzenberger B, Hüttl RF (1998b) Pinirhiza rufoma-
culata + Pinus sylvestris L. In: Agerer R (ed) Color atlas of
ectomycorrhizae, 11th edn. Einhorn, Schwäbisch Gmünd

Yamada A, Katsuya K (1996) Morphological classification of
ectomycorrhizas of Pinus densiflora. Mycoscience 37:145–
155

Yamada A, Kanekawa S, Ohmasa M (1999a) Ectomycorrhiza for-
mation of Tricholoma matsutake on Pinus densiflora. Myco-
science 40:193–198

Yamada A, Maeda K, Ohmasa M (1999b) Ectomycorrhiza forma-
tion of Tricholoma matsutake isolates on seedlings of Pinus
densiflora in vitro. Mycoscience 40:455–463

81


